
) And Dubbo is home. This is my home.
I have the same feeling, the same respect,
the same desire to serve this place as I did
for Ifan."

Farza l  who har  beer r  bur j  p repar in3  a
rable f[ll of fruit and sweet treats for rls
as guests in her home, puts down a plate
of bakiava and laughs. "You know, it's the
strangest thing," she says. "People often ask
me, 'don't you want to go home?'. Bur I say,
Wfry? I am home. I say, from the bottom of
my heart, this is my home. It is a strange
quesLion to ask. I have been here 24 years."

The couple speaks openly and unselfcon-
sciously of their faith, but without the dog-
matic fervour that often accompanies deep
religiorls devotion. Refreshingly, this is a
couple that genuinely practices the gentle
and inclusive teachings ofone ofthe worid's
most widespread r:eiigions, second only to
Christianity in its geographic breadth.

And it's testament to the comfort and
gu idance prov ided by  rhe  fa i rh  rhar  i rs  p ro-
ponents have withstood the decades of per-
secution at the hands of an extremist Mus-
lim regime that would sorelytest even those
most devoted to the Baha'i's gentle and in-
clusive teachings.

SINCE his incarceration at Evin Prison
in Tehran folloiiling a "weil-orchestrat,
ed offensive" against Baha'i academics in
rvhich more than 30 homes were raided
and computers, books and personal docu-
ments seized, Farhad has only been allowed
to speak once with his wife. While he ap-
parently "sounded good", he is emotionally
fragile and his family fears the conditions
under which he is being held are such that
both fris mental and physical well,being are
at stake.

"We are in constant contact with his wife
trnd when we spoke to her after she had
been in contact with (Farhad), she had to
speak to us from somewhere outside her
home because their l ines are being moni-
roTed.  \a 'ser  say : .  add ing tharh iss is re r - in -
iaw pieads with them to "keep rhe pressure
oI the authorities and to raise awareness".

lran contlnues to hoid a seat ar the United
Nations, despite its appalling record of hu-
man rights abuse but, faithful to the Baha'i
philosophy of goodwill and the eschewal of
oven poiitical action, Nasser is reluctant to
criticise the credibiiity of the organisation.

"In 1975, Iran signed a covenant on hu-
man rights recognising the right of every-
one to an education and stating that higher
edr rca t ion 'sha l l  be  nrade equa l ly  access i -
ble to all on the basis of capacity' but that
has not been the case in lran since 1979.
The government continues to claim there
is freedom for all," says Nasser, raising his
hands in a gesture ofincredulity. "Sadly, the
n'ill ofthe people in power is strong and the
truth can be manipulated for the best ben-
p f i r  n F  r n  q o o n , , l e  "

However, both Nasser and Farzan believe
that because of its blatant disregard for hu-
man rights, Iran is becoming increasingly
isolated by tire international community.
"There are so many sanctions against it that
Iranian government officials are viewed
with suspicion and doubt wherever they go.
There needs to be a complete change in the
Iranian Bovernment - so there is democracy
and freedom for everyone, respect and fair-
rress for all. Then it doesn't matter what reii-
g ion  thore  rn  power  fo l low.  Because we jus t
wart justice. Like all other religions, a true
Islamic faith is also about justice."

Australia needs to continue to add its
voice to international condemnation of the
lslamic extremists' persecution of Baha'i
ocop le  in  l ran .  "  fh is  i s  why  pub l ic  aware-
ne . \  i s  qo  impor ran l .  A l though rhe)  a re  k i l l -
rng  ta l ra  i s .  i r  rs  par r  o f  our  ie l r ! ion  rnar  * "
don't fight back we cannot take violent ac,
tion," says Nasser. "lt's not that we are sit-
r i r S  a r o u r r C  a o i n g .  o h  w e l l .  s h e  l J  b e  n g h r .
It's just that we have to find a dignified way
to heip my brother, and all Baha'is."

The family is acutelv conscious of the
mercurial nature ofwhat perversely passes
for a judicial system in lran. "The authori-
ties there are just waiting for an excuse to
do something really terrible, so we need to
make sure nothing is done to make it worse,

"Farhad's wife said to us, 'please tell the

I

We cannot tettthem they must
teave. 0f course, we would
like to see them out of harm's
!yay, and we wou[d wetcome
them here in Australia, but we
respect and understand their
choice to stay,'
authorities there, please tell them the facts
but please be careful'."

Although working towards and praying
for the safe delivery from incarceration
of Farhad and others - including three of
Farzan's cousins. one of whom is female -
neither Nasser nor his wife will ever tell
their Iranian family members to learre their
homeland.

"We cannot tell them they must leave. Of
course, we would like to see them out of
harm's way, and we would welcome them
here in Australia, but we respect and under-
stand their choice ro stay."

NASSER and Farzan have been over-
whelmed by the support and good wishes
extended by the Dubbo community and
by the volume of correspondence received
by federal member for Parkes Mark Coul-
ton from citizens concerned at the hunan
rights abuses being perperrated against
Baha'is in lran.

"We want to say thank you to the people
who have taken the time to conract Mark
Coulton to ask him to pass their concerns on
to our government. We feel blessed to live
in this community and this has shown us
that we are genuinely embraced here," says
Nasser, who received the 2007 Dubbo City
Community Service Award in recognition
of ltis work in promoting harnony and muf
ticultural activities, and who was similarly
awarded the following year at ceremony at
NSW Parliament for community seruice at
a state level.

From Dubbo's point of view, it's the least
we can do fot one of our own. But it's sup-
port that nejther Nasser nor Farzan will
ever take for granted and they are humbled
that the respect and love they feel for their
community is reciprocated.

"Things have changed so much in 50
years - the whole structure of the world has
changed. We are now part of a global com-
munity and that should create feeling for
each other.

"For instance, we are sittir here talking
and I feel your concern for us," says Nasser
genr lv .  What  you a le  do ing  -  wr  i l  ing
about all this and helping us - this shows
that we are part of this commurity and
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I  T h e  U n i v e r s a l  H o u s e  o f  J u s t i c e  l s  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  B a h a  r  a d m i n i s t r a -
t rve  s t ruc tu re  -  an  in te r  na t jonat  govet  n ing  counc i l  tha t  cons ts ts  o f
n ine  members  who are  eLec ted  every  f i ve  years .

a  S i x  m i l t i o n  l o t l o w e r s  w o r l d w i d e ,  w i t h  a  q e o g c a p h i c  s p r e a d  s e c o n d
o n l y  t o  C h r i s i t a n r i y

a  Baha ls  be l reve  in  equa l  s ta tus  fo r  women anc i  men *  in  f i rm par tner
sh ips  be tween women and men in  ach iev ing  equa l i t y ,  encouragrng
both  to  suppor t  women s  access  to  educat ion  and the i r  par t i c ipa t ion
in  every  f re td .

t  Teach ings  s t ress  an  essent ia I  harmony o f  sc ience and re l ig ion  -
the  s tudy  o f  bo t l ^ r  sc ience and re l ig ion  are  regarded as  equa[ [y  va lu -
ab le  t ines  o f  human rnqu i rv .

t  Baha is  mus i  p ray  and s tudy  scr ip iu res  da i ty ,  bu t  beyond lh is ,  a re
f ree  to  choose the  fo rm and s ty le  o {  the t r  own med i ta t ron

a Baha is  a re  no t  permi t ted ,  accord ing  to  the i r  re l ig ion ,  to  enqage In
vro len t  p ro tes t  o r  in  po i i t i ca i  campaign ing .

a  F inanc ia l  con t r ibu t ions  f rom Baha l  fa i th fu i  to  the  admin is t fa t i ve
s t ruc ture  are  en t i re ty  vo lun tary .  1n  a t l  f inanc ia l  deaLrngs ,  Baha rs
must  abrde  by  the  pr inc ip les  o {  hones ty ,  fa r rness .  e ih ics  and work
a s  s e r v t c e .

a  'We 
des i fe  6u1 16- .  good o l  the  wor td  and the  happ iness  o f  na t ions .

These s t r i fes  and th rs  b loodshed and d iscord  mdst  cease,  and a t r
men be as  one k indred  anr i  fami ty .  Le t  no t  man gLory  in  th rs  tha t
he  toves  hrs  count ry  le t  h im ra ther  g lo ry  in  th is .  tha i  he  loves  l r rs
k i n d .  .  -  F r o m  t h e  B a h a  i  t e a c h i n g s .
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